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Campus celebrates International Women’s Day

What’s Inside
NEWS
“NOT ALL HEROES WEAR CAPES”
Single parents were shown
appreciation at the last IC
event, discussing the struggles
they face. PAGE 2

BEYOND THE BUBBLE
Get a quick update on the latest
national and international news,
from married men becoming priests
to pink lakes in Australia. PAGE 3
OPINION

THE SMC COMMUNITY paid tribute to International Women’s Day through speakers sharing their stories and giving support to women all around the world. (Kristen Geibel/COLLEGIAN)

BY TERRILYN HO
NEWS EDITOR
To celebrate International Women’s Day
and Day Without a Woman, Saint Mary’s
held an impromptu event on Wednesday,
March 8, which featured speakers from all
backgrounds sharing their stories and experiences, including Monica Fitzgerald from
the JCL Program, and Sharon Sabotta, the
Director of the Women’s Resource Center.
The event was organized by Sherry Platt,
the Associate Director of SEBA Graduate Career Services. Every March 8, International
Women’s Day is celebrated, recognizing
women’s rights and the social, economic, cultural, and political achievement of women.
Amongst the people who attended, many
were donning the color red to show their
solidarity for the event. Several attendees
also held posters to show their support for
women—one student held a sign that read,
“Support your sisters, not just your cis-ters.”
Postcards that read “Nevertheless, she persisted” were also handed out to the crowd.
The event started with a short introduction from Platt, who explained the
importance of celebrating International
Women’s Day. Platt directed the attention
to who and what women should be focusing on, emphasizing “Those women who
are experiencing increasing inequality,
young women, Muslim women, Black and
Hispanic working-class women, mothers,
trans, lesbians, gays, bisexuals, women of
color, women’s rights over our bodies, and
women’s rights to equal pay.”

Platt asked the crowd, “What would a day
without women look like?” implying that it
is clear that women have an important role
in society. According to the statistics, 58
percent of faculty and staff at Saint Mary’s
are women and 63 percent of all students
are women.
One of the speakers was Saint Mary’s
student, Leora Mosman, who talked about
her experience attending the Women’s
March in Washington D.C. this past January. “The goal of a Day Without a Woman
is to highlight the economic power and
significance that women have in the U.S. and
global economies, while calling attention to
the economic injustices women and gender
non-conforming people continue to face,”
Mosman said.
Mosman continued by asserting, “We
must have the power to control our bodies
and be free from gender norms, expectations, and stereotypes.” She informed the
crowd that our society must stop “the
constant awarding of power, agency, and
resources disproportionately to masculinity
to the exclusion of others.”
In order to accomplish this, Mosman
declared there must be an end to hiring discrimination and other workplace inequities.
In particular, she emphasized that this is
targeted towards “mothers, women of color,
women with disabilities, indigenous women,
lesbian, queer, trans women” and others.
According to Mosman, “We believe that
creating workforce opportunities that
reduce discrimination against women and
mothers allow economies to thrive. Nations

and industries that support and invest in
caregiving and basic workplace protections,
including benefits like paid family leave, access to affordable childcare, sick days, health
care, fair pay, vacation time, and healthy
work environments have shown growth and
increased capacity. “
Another speaker was Adaora Ezike, who
emphasized that International Women’s
Day was for all, no matter how young or old.
She said the day was also for, “all the little
girls who have to stop their school so that
their brothers can go to school, all the little
girls who have to get married so that they will
become their families source of income, all
those little girls who seem so far away, but
are so close by. Just today, as we celebrate
ourselves and all those women in history,
let us remember to celebrate those little
girls as well.”
To conclude, Platt announced that she had
never considered it before, but she had gotten a call that morning to ask if she could run
for a political position. This information elicited cheers from the crowd, which prompted
her to feel even more encouraged to run.
She ended by letting everyone know that,
“We have the power to make a shift and we
should never forget that. Women give birth
to children, to innovation, to ideas. Each
of us has the power to give birth to change.
We know that there’s a glass ceiling because
women are underpaid and under promoted.
The only way to shatter the ceiling is if each
of us holds the hammer for ourselves and for
each other—it’s through collaboration that
we find strength.”

CRITIQUE OF THE
SEMINAR PROGRAM
Student argues that Saint Mary’s
should strive for a more inclusive
community by including a more
diverse section of writers. PAGE 4

OPPOSING VIEWS ON JIMMY FALLON
Is Jimmy Fallon a funny late night
host? Or is his show just full of not-sofunny games and gimmicks? PAGE 5
CULTURE

ED SHEERAN DROPS NEW ALBUM
After a year-long hiatus, Sheeran
returns with new album, ÷, showcasing
a variety of styles, but set up as an
imitation of his old music. PAGE 6
SPORTS

Students put on performances for Expressions of Blackness
BY AEDAN RICHTER
STAFF WRITER
Crowds of people showed up Thursday,
March 8, filling the Soda Center, to experience the 15th Annual Expression of
Blackness (EOB). This event asked for a
fee of $4 for admission, a small price for
a catered meal and an hour and a half
of entertainment. While the EOB was
entertaining, it was also educational.
It was a space for the black students at
Saint Mary’s to artistically express themselves. Sometimes in felicitous ways and
others in solemnity.
It was very clear that a lot of time and

effort was put into this event. There were
twelve performances, and the more sobering performances were mixed up with
some more lighthearted acts. After an
hour of eating, the performances started
off with a short video of Saint Mary’s
alumni discussing what EOB meant to
them during their time on campus.
This was followed by senior, Jewelisa
Harrison, singing a duet with her mother.
Harrison also read a poem she had written on entitled “Mothers” and ended on
a high note by saying that this spring, she
would be walking the graduation stage in
honor of all black mothers, which elicited
many cheers from the crowd.

Another speaker was sophomore, Sihin
Tsegay, who talked about the monsters
she faced as a child and the very different
ones she now faces as an adult.
This was followed up by a speech from
Taylor Broudy, who read an eloquently
worded letter to College administrators
discussing her inhumane treatment at
the beginning of freshman year and how
she truly felt unsafe on campus.
Once the letter was read, she gave a
poignant call for her students to practice action speech. One of the attendees,
Marissa Thompson, said, “I’d seen her
[Taylor] around on campus and always
see Expressions of Blackness, page 3

NBA MVP RACE
Russell Westbrook still leads,
but he’s trailed by several
worthy candidates. PAGE 7
BEACH VOLLEYBALL
SHINES IN PALO ALTO
The Gaels went 2-0 over the weekend,
defeating Stanford and Utah in
impressive showings. PAGE 8
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IC hosts “Not All Heroes Wear Capes” event: honoring single parents
BY NATASHA YERRAMILLI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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The Intercultural Center’s
event, “Not All Heroes Wear
Capes,” talked about the struggles of a single parent and the
intersectionality of identities
amongst these individuals. The
event was facilitated by Chantal
Ysip and Ramya Ramamoorthy,
who are both Student Leaders
Initiating Diversity Education
(SLIDEr). The event took place
on Wednesday, March 1 from
5:00 to 7:00 p.m., and included
a panel where students and
faculty had the opportunity to
speak about their experiences
with single parenting.
One of the activities the event
had was to make up a list of all
the things a parent has to do to
take care of their child. Some
people put practical things,
like feeding and bathing their
children. However, many did
not mention the emotional aspect of keeping them safe and
loving them unconditionally.
This placed an emphasis on how
there are so many underlying
factors parents need in order to
take care of a child.

Some people’s lists were very
long, with one listing up to 44
different aspects of being a
parent. The title of this event
was appropriate because it
explained how being a single
parent is like being a hero, considering all the work they have

“I liked learning
more about single
parents and the
difference between
solo parenting and
single parenting. I also
thought it was sad
how single fathers are
underappreciated.”
to do.
One of the attendants, Aubrie
McKeever shared, “I liked learning more about single parents
and the difference between solo
parenting and single parenting.
I also thought it was sad how
single fathers are under appreciated.” Solo parenting is when
the child only relies on one par-

ent. Single parenting is when
there is one parent but there are
other people loving the child,
like the parents, grandparents,
or siblings.
It is very financially expensive to raise a child, and as a
single parent it’s hard to work
or do anything else because
you have to be there at all times
for the child. There was a video
showing all the things that a single parent appreciated, like just
being alone for an hour, taking
a shower, or just relaxing. They
also talked about how it’s hard
to date when you have a child.
As a single parent, a lot of their
time is taken up raising a child.
The event also shared how
fathers are glorified for being a
single parent, but women have
been doing this throughout
history and don’t get as much
appreciation.
Single fathers also don’t get as
many resources as single mothers, so it is still a struggle on
both ends. For example, there
was one video where a father
showed other fathers how to
style girls’ hair, saying that it’s
not about the quality of the hair,
but about a parent spending

time with their daughter.
The event emphasized how a
father can be very impactful to
a girl’s confidence and how they
see men in their life. The importance of their role is something
that we don’t think about much
in society where everyone says
you need a mother.
There’s a notion that fathers
are not as important, especially
with how single fathers are portrayed on social media. Society
says that they don’t know what
they’re doing and they can be irresponsible, which undermines
the struggle that single parents
face.
There was also a panel of people who were single parents or
children of a single parent, and
they shared their inspirational
and eye-opening experiences.
The panel was one of the highlights of the evening, and the
slideshow that was presented by
the facilitators was very educational and informative.
Overall, it was a very educational event and the lessons
about working hard and putting
other people’s needs before
yours are lessons that apply to
all us.
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“To act upon one’s convictions while others wait,
To create a positive force in a world
where cynics abound,
To provide information to people when
it wasn’t available before,
To offer those who want it, a choice—”
—Ted Turner

STUDENTS RECEIVE ASHES for Ash Wednesday to kick off the start of Lent. (Courtesy of @stmarysca)

FARMER’S MARKET is held every Sunday, selling local and fresh produce. (Kristen Geibel/COLLEGIAN)

Crime Beat
3/3/17		
2:47 p.m.
Incident: Unauthorized Access
Synopsis: Non-students using
spray paints at the SMC Dam to
paint graffiti; referred to Moraga
Police
3/3/17		
7:15 p.m.
Incident: Vehicle Damage
Synopsis: Damage to a windshield from a baseball in Library
Parking Lot; referred to Loss
Prevention
3/5/17		
2:00 p.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Smoke detector in
Ageno A—no fire, smoke, or
scorching; referred to Residential Experience and Facilities
Services
3/6/17		
11:00 a.m.
Incident: Vehicle Damage

Synopsis: Bumper partially
pulled off in Soda Center lot after being caught on the retaining
wall; referred to Loss Prevention
3/6/17		
11:14 a.m.
Incident: Medical Incident
Synopsis: Student fainted and
hit head in Brousseau Halltransported to Kaiser Walnut
Creek; referred to Health and
Wellness Center
3/6/17		
2:15 p.m.
Incident: Vehicle Damage
Synopsis: Damage to a windshield from a baseball in Baseball Parking Lot; referred to
Loss Prevention
3/7/17		
4:17 p.m.
Incident: Medical Incident
Synopsis: Sick student felt short
of breath in Becket Hall- trans-

ported to John Muir Medical
Center by parent: referred to
Health and Wellness Center
3/8/17		
1:00 a.m.
Incident: Student Handbook
Violation
Synopsis: Possession of marijuana paraphernalia in South
Claeys; referred to Community
Life
3/8/17		
5:06 a.m.
Incident: Information
Synopsis: Unauthorized posting
of signs on academic buildings;
referred to Student Involvement
and Leadership
3/9/17		
5:00 a.m.
Incident: Burglary Alarm
Synopsis: Alarm accidentally set
off by janitorial staff in Alioto
Recreation Center; referred to

Facilities Services
3/9/17		
3:00 p.m.
Incident: Hit Run- Vehicle
Damage
Synopsis: Damage to drivers side
door and front bumper in Benilde Parking Lot; case suspended
3/9/17		
6:45 p.m.
Incident: Medical Incident
Synopsis: Re-occurrence of
old shoulder injury in Alioto
Recreation Center- John Muir
Hospital by friend; referred to
Health and Wellness Center
3/9/17		
10:45 p.m.
Incident: Student Handbook
Violation
Synopsis: Use and possession
of marijuana; referred to Community Life
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NEWS
Expressions of Blackness: A space for students to express themselves artistically
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
wondered why she was in a boot.
It made me really sad to find
out why.” All in all, Thompson
said, “It was very moving and
powerful, and I would definitely
go again now that I know it’s a
thing.”
This portion was followed by
slides of tweets with the hashtag

“It was very moving
and powerful...I would
definitely go again
now that I know.”

EOB’S last performance featured an artistically-expressed dance. (Aedan Richter/COLLEGIAN)

“#growingupblack” that defused the tension in the room,
eliciting many laughs.
Another laugh-out-loud moment was a video created by senior Nakia Gibbs’ dad listening
to music and dancing around.
The Cupid Shuffle was involved,
and it all eventually turned into
a dance battle between father

and son which had the crowd
roaring with laughter.
A choir of four girls sang two
different songs harmonizing
their voices. The two other musical numbers were, “Beautiful,”
sung by Rachel Hartley, and a
spoken word piece that ended
in a song.
The last performance was a

dance with several girls, including Uchechi Nnachi. Nnachi
commented, “I felt like last year
was amazing, but this year was
a lot better because we had a
lot more people involved in the
performances and a lot more
people came out to support the
night, which I appreciated.”
Not having performed the

Beyond the Bubble

previous year, Nnachi was nervous to be in the spotlight this
year, but she had the support
of many, resulting in her feeling more relaxed and at ease.
Her favorite part of the whole
process was, “being with the
people I performed with.” Nnachi continued, “It was a lot of
fun practicing with them.”
Another part of the performances was a short preview of a
video, directed by Nakia Gibbs,
who interviewed black women
on campus.
The video was titled, “She’s
My Sister,” and featured many
shared experiences the girls had
involving their hair, and how
their features are turned into
fetishes by pop culture, along
with other several other similar
observations.
Gibbs ended the preview by
saying that she believes she’s
set out to change the world. It
seems like all of the EOB performers are ready and willing
to do so.

Because there’s a whole
world out there…

Campus
Calendar
2017 Graduation Fair
Wednesday, March 15
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Soda Activity Center: Moraga
Room
Contact Commencement Office
x8300
Question, Persuade, and Refer
(QPR) Suicide Awareness and
Prevention Training
Wednesday, March 15
12:00-2:00 p.m.
De La Salle Hall: Hagerty Lounge
Contact Cynthia Cutshall
cac13@stmarys-ca.edu
GaeLEAD Festival
Wednesday, March 15
12:30-2:30 p.m.
Dryden Hall
Contact Victoria Gonzalez
vlg2@stmarys-ca.edu

1

Faculty Recital Series
Wednesday, March 15
1:15 p.m.
Chapel (Main)
Contact Martin Rokeach
mrokeach@stmarys-ca.edu
5

TAIZÉ - Lenten Prayer for
Refugees
Wednesday, March 15
7:00 p.m.
Chapel (Main)
Contact Mission & Ministry Center
x4366

2

4

3
1 Pope Francis is open to married men becoming priests
Recent issues with a shortage of
people wanting to become priests
in certain countries has prompted
Pope Francis to become open to
the idea of allowing married men
to become Catholic priests. This
solution has been hotly debated
in the past few years amongst
members of the Church, who have
also been discussing whether
allowing female deacons should
become a possibility. The Pope
recently made the argument that
the Catholic Church has the tradition of unmarried priests based
on the belief that they should act
in the person of Christ, and should
therefore be celibate, like Christ.
However, it is important to look
at what the Scripture meant at
that time and what it means today.
2 South Korea’s first female
President is impeached
After months of political turmoil and protests, former Presi-

dent Park Geun-hye was removed
from office by the Constitutional
Court. This decision marks Park
as the first democratically elected
leader to be forced from office. In
light of the corruption scandal
that sparked several major protests, Park’s current status as a
private citizen means that she is
vulnerable to criminal corruption
charges in regards to the allegations that she conspired with her
friend, Choi Soon-sil. Prior to
the impeachment, a national poll
discovered that 70 percent of
Koreans wanted Park out of office.
Currently, the country’s prime
minister, Hwang Kyo-ahn will be
taking Park’s place as president.
3 Lakes turning pink in Australia
In the heart of Melbourne lies
a large body of water that has
turned a bright, hot pink. This
lake is not the only body of water
to turn pink in the last week.
Australia’s dry landscape provides
the best condition for lakes to

turn the unique pink due to the
large amount of single-celled,
salt-loving microbes that makes
pigments called carotenoids.
However, this is nothing new, as
the pink lakes are an annual occurrence whenever the weather
gets warm and dry. The lake in
Melbourne is expected to return
to its normal shade once the
weather cools down and rains return for Australia’s winter, which
will start in June.
4 Statue uncovered in Cairo,
Egypt could be Ramses
One of the most famous rulers
in ancient Egypt was Pharaoh
Ramses II and last week, archaeologists discovered a 26-foot
statue, which they claim to be a
world-class find. Located in the
gritty, working-class neighborhood of Matariya in Cairo, Egypt,
these excavators were able to pull
the monstrous artifact with the
assumption that it was built after
Ramses. The mystery will not be
solved until next week, since they

are currently looking for signs to
indicate that it is indeed the ancient Egyptian leader. They will
be looking for any inscriptions
on the 3,000 year old status, but
regardless, it will remain a quality
piece of art history.
5 Turkey’s President slanders
Dutch by calling them “Nazi
remnants”
The tension between the Dutch
government and Turkey reached
a boiling point this past Saturday,
when the Dutch refused to let the
Turkish foreign ministry fly into
the Netherlands in order to campaign on behalf of a referendum
that would bolster the power of
Turkey’s President, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan. In a radical statement
put out by Erdogan, he compared the Dutch to “fascists” and
claimed that they were “Nazi remnants.” Turkey’s parliamentary
elections are set for March 15, and
Mr. Erdogan is running slightly
ahead of his far-right competitor,
Mr. Wilders.

Integral Program’s Spring Tutor Lecture - “How To Catch 154
Fish” by Br. Kenneth Cardwell
Wednesday, March 15
7:30-9:00 p.m.
De La Salle Hall: Hagerty Lounge
Contact Prof. Joe Zepeda
jrz2@stmarys-ca.edu
California Responses in the
Trump Era: A Democratic
Response from Senator Kevin
de Leon
Thursday, March 16
2:30-3:30 p.m.
De La Salle Hall: Hagerty Lounge
Contact Prof. Ron Ahnen
631-4584

The Campus Calendar column
is a service highlighting major
events of the week. To include
your event, email details to
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
Due to space limitations,
we cannot list individual
club meetings.

4

THE COLLEGIAN •

TUESDAY, MARCH 14, 2017

STMARYSCOLLEGIAN.COM

OPINION

Venezuela and Iran: only countries worthy of ban Seminar
re-critique
BY ANDREI SIMPSON-SATCHLIAN
OPINION COLUMNIST

President Trump’s travel ban
is back in the news after the Executive Order was redrafted by the
administration. While President
Trump’s original travel ban received
frenzied coverage, another issue has
remained out of the limelight: the
Trump Administration’s spotlight
on Venezuela. The two issues should
neither be treated differently nor
independently. Here’s why:
There are only two countries that
deserve the ban, instead of the six
Muslim-majority countries. The
country that did make the list was
Iran, while the one that was left out
was Venezuela.
As I will explain, the Iranian government, which is the world’s largest
state sponsor of terror, is looking to
infiltrate our country with agents
and government-funded terrorists and undermine our national
security. This is not an Alex Jones
conspiracy theory. This Iranian
plan of action was revealed thanks to
Venezuela— and here’s where they
enter the picture.
On Jan. 4, 2017, Tareck El Aissami ascended to the position of
Vice President of Venezuela, after
having served as the governor of
Aragua and Minister of the Interior
and Justice. His appointment as Vice
President (VP) by President Nicolas
Maduro was perceived by many as
an insurance policy. Maduro’s socialist regime—a successor to Hugo
Chavez’s socialist dictatorship —is
failing by all measurable markers.
In order to avoid impeachment,
Maduro conspicuously tapped El
Aissami as his new VP. Venezuelans
won’t impeach Maduro if they know
they’ll get El Aissami instead. At
the time, El Aissami was already
controversial at home for his notorious well-known ties to the Latin

American drug trade and Middle
Eastern terror groups. Remarkably,
it seemed he was unknown to the
West – aside from, maybe, the CIA.
But, his appointment to Vice President of Venezuela changed that, and
he was formally recognized by the
United States, although it received
little media attention.
On Feb. 13, 2017, the Trump Administration imposed sanctions
on Tareck El Aissami, however;
the Treasury Department’s official
statement only characterized him as
an international narcotics trafficker
and did not mention his terrorist affiliations. I wonder if this is a result

This is not an Alex
Jones conspiracy theory.
This Iranian plan of
action was revealed
to Venezuela- and
that’s where Venezuela
enters the picture.
of the US government strictly focusing on his narcotics operations in
order to “get him” under the Kingpin
Act, or because the United States
intelligence agencies are waiting,
compiling more information, and
building a bigger case against him.
Either way, alarming substantiated
charges already exist.
In his report, After Nisman: How
the Death of a Prosecutor Revealed
Iran’s Growing Influence in the
Americas, Joseph Humire, Executive Director of the Center for a Secure Free Society, reveals that Tareck
El Aissami has been Iran’s liaison in
Venezuela for the past decade. Iran’s
cunning leadership realized that
infiltrating government agents and
government-sponsored terrorists
into the United States with clearly

Middle Eastern backgrounds would
not be easy. It would be much simpler if the radical Shiite agents and/
or terrorists happened to be of a nationality not associated with Islam.
Iran recognized that if the terrorists
were to come from a Latin American country, they would have had a
much easier time getting in due to
American stereotypes about terrorists having to be of Middle Eastern
descent. The Iranians’ thinking was
that the naïve Americans would believe that the tan person with darker
features standing before them was
a Latino, and thereby Catholic, and
thereby not prone to be a terrorist.
With this in mind, Iran instructed
El Aissami to make their agents
and terrorists Venezuelans – even if
they weren’t Venezuelan at all. How
could El Aissami make troops of the
Iranian Revolutionary Guard into
Venezuelans? Easily – from 2008 to
2012, El Aissami was the Minister
of the Interior and Justice, the very
department that deals with Venezuelan citizenship, identification
paperwork, etc.
El Aissami’s role as Minister of
the Interior and Justice meant that
he oversaw the Venezuelan federal department, which manages
Venezuelan citizenship. As such, El
Aissami had the means to construct
false identities, certified by official
documentation, for Iranian agents
or government-funded terrorists.
The Iranians weren’t provided
naturalization documents, which
referenced their prior status as an
Iranian national and their immigration. Instead, their Middle Eastern
pasts were entirely replaced with
documents declaring these persons
to be lifelong Venezuelans with identities that weren’t real. Such documentation is problematic because
it is being issued from the source – it
is not a fake ID. It is an official, legitimate ID of a fake personality.

This matter has been exacerbated
by the recent surge in Venezuelans
seeking refuge in the United States
for either economic or political reasons. Amongst the asylum seekers
are Iranian agents and terrorists
with misleading documentation,
taking advantage of a refugee crisis.
Vetting mass waves of migrants and
refugees is already a tall order, and it
is remarkable that our security agencies do such a good job. But the Venezuelan government’s manipulation
of documents adds another layer.
It is for the reasons laid out above
that I believe there are two countries
in the world deserving a travel ban:
Iran and Venezuela. This is not because of their peoples, but because
of their governments. Iran’s cunning and malicious government has
found a bedfellow in Venezuela’s corrupt government. Together, the two
have crafted a nexus of international
terrorism and narcotics trafficking
—for the world, a nightmare come
true. This piece has only focused
on one aspect of the problem— the
infiltration of Iranian agents and
terrorists into the US through Venezuela —I have not even begun to
discuss the funding of terrorism with
drug money. Hopefully, the Trump
Administration’s recent spotlight on
Venezuela, as further demonstrated
by Senator Marco Rubio’s meeting
with the President —in which the
Senator convinced President Trump
to publicly condemn the Maduro
regime’s imprisonment of political
opposition— will bring these issues
into focus. This is a threat deserving
the highest concern and should not
be taken lightly.
Andrei Simpson-Satchlian is one
of five columnists featured in the
Opinion Section. He is an Economics and Politics double-major, and a
member of the Honors Program. He is
the Chair of the College Republicans.
and President of the Law Club.

International Women’s Day for the working class
BY LEORA MOSMAN
OPINION COLUMNIST
International Women’s Day is
a product of the working class.
Though it is recognized in the U.S. on
the same tier as “National Doughnut
Day” or “International Fanny Pack
Day”, International Women’s Day
holds more significance in other
countries than it does here. The reason relates to the acknowledgement,
or lack thereof, of class.
Originating during the early
twentieth century, International
Women’s Day was created to celebrate women’s achievements in
political, social, economic, and
cultural realms while also raising
awareness to the huge inequalities,
double standards, and dangers that
stem from being born female. For
more than a century, the holiday
has been commemorated every
year on Mar. 8. Yet why—for gender
issues that are entirely universal—is
International Women’s Day only
just now gaining attention in the
United States?
After the election of Donald
Trump, social organizing and civilian mobilization are reaching levels
across the nation that have not been
seen since the Vietnam War. The
public inertia to become politicized
and get involved have led us to sky-

rocketing rates of political participation that have largely been absent
in this country in my generation. If
democracy relies on the participation of citizens, the United States has
fallen short of its own ideals.
The current political administration of this country seems to
have jump-started something big,
a political revolution some might
say. Yet what has yet to gain explicit
attention is the fact that much of the
organizing is taking place among
working class communities.
There is a large reluctance in
the United States to attribute any
behavior directly to a specific class,
even though class is legitimately
inseparable from political participation. The consistent emphasis and
use of the term “middle class” has
contributed to the erasure of other
classes from the political spectrum.
This new era of mobilization, however; has slowly started to reintroduce the term “working class”
into our vocabulary - a move that
is critical in order to truly make a
movement revolutionary.
So how does International Women’s Day relate to this? International
Women’s Day, in some countries
entitled “International Working
Women’s Day” has historically been
a holiday that centralizes the contributions and struggles of women

who make up the global workforce.
Neglecting to recognize the relationship between women and their class
perpetuates the erasure of a class
that has a rich history of political
participation largely stemming
from their position in relation to
production.
In the United States, the reluctance to recognize class relates
strongly to our capitalist values.
Socioeconomic injustice in and of
itself contradicts the very economic
system that our country is built on.
Capitalism, which requires inequality in order to function, actively
denies the injustices of “upper”
and “lower,” which explains why so
many avoid the terms all together.
Almost everyone has agreed to
categorize themselves as “middle
class” in order to create as little
friction as possible. Most people
understand the term “middle class”
to reflect a salary amount, but class
is truly determined by one’s relation
to the means of production: are you
working or are you the owner? Being both the “owning class” or the
“working class” seems to carry an
aspect of shame which individuals
are resistant to identifying with,
so people have opted instead for a
false center.
It makes sense—it’s easy. Yet
failing to acknowledge one’s true

class identity contributes to the
invisibility of classist oppression.
In other countries, International
Women’s Day works to shed light
on the oppression that the working
class endure—oppression which is
perpetuated by the competitive nature of our global economic system.
Our current president has
changed this habit by activating previously dormant citizens and urging
them to participate. On March 8, a
new campaign was created to bring
attention to the previous invisibility
of working women in this country.
“A Day Without a Woman” has mobilized women and allies across the
nation to demonstrate the power
that resides when a class unites.
For the first time in decades, the
possibility of a class identity seems
possible. Without radical unity that
embraces individuals of all races,
genders, orientations, nationalities, and languages, there will be no
movement that is strong enough
to bring the social change that is
needed. Workers unite!
Leora Mosman is one of five columnists featured in the Opinion
Section. She is a politics major with
a minor in taking down the white
supremacist patriarchy. She stays
busy as a Resident Advisor and as the
student coordinator for the GaelPantry and Solidarity Suppers.

BY ZOE LOOS
OPINION COLUMNIST
Saint Mary’s has failed to manifest
an inclusive community because of
its seminar program. This is old news
to individuals who have already
heard about the flawed seminar
program. However, it is important to
never halt the critical examination of
this institution.
Why is it only now, in my fourth
year of seminar, that I have been able
to absorb the brilliant thoughts of
women of color—Anzaldúa, Lorde,
Jin, and Lahiri? I have had to search
elsewhere for my intellectual nourishment and take Multicultural
Thought, my fifth seminar class, in
order to substantially see inclusion
of diverse literature.
We should have read texts that
reached beyond the intellect of the
white, heterosexual, Christian, western male ideology in the beginning
of Seminar. This is not to dismiss
the works of Aristotle, Socrates, or
Plato, but they are simply not inclusive. This is not what the College is
founded on, and this is not what the
college claims to be its “mission.”
An inclusive community is about
continually striving for the complete wholeness of the world. Let us
read works from a variety of communities: men and women of color,
transgender folks, LGBTQ+, the
differently abled, various religions,
and so on.
If Saint Mary’s College is committed to being inclusive, then they
should start by feeding the brains
of students with wisdom that is
not one-sided and exclusive. Some
would argue that we are in fact
reading from multiple perspectives.
However, while Dante and Machiavelli are different individuals, they
are both white western men and
therefore do not encompass an inclusive community.
It is critical for people of marginalized communities to see some aspect
of their lives in literature. Reading
and discussing these lives allows all
of us to survive the constant bombardment of false narratives and
systematic suffering—to humanize
everyone.
Other stories must be told to
counteract incomplete narratives.
Yes, I understand that it is hard to
include every diverse community,
but it is not right to only incorporate
such communities in the last year
of my seminar experience. There
are many marginalized groups that
have never even had a single author
represented in Seminar. Give all of
us our own identities.
We have been fed the lie that
our entire nation is a melting pot
of diversity. This melting pot is a
soup of assimilation, an attempt for
oppressors to boil down marginalized communities into palatable
sameness they can control. Our
society and College do not coalesce
as often as we hope. Those of
us pushed to the side will stand
there no longer. Our bones will
not be boiled down—give us our
identities now, we need to hear
ourselves.
Zoë Malia Ozoa Loos is one of
five columnists featured in the
Opinion Section. She is a senior majoring in environmental studies and
ethnic studies. Zoë enjoys watching
nature and cultural documentaries
and doing aqua aerobics with the
elderly at her local YMCA.
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OPINION
Opposing views: “The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon”
Music, comedy, and ice cream are what make Jimmy Fallon great
BY CAMILLA MARAIS
CULTURE EDITOR
I’m going to be honest, the way I
became a Jimmy Fallon fan is embarrassing. I was pacing through
my local Safeway, craving something equally indulgent and original. I stumbled across Fallon’s Ben
& Jerry’s flavor, “The Tonight
Dough”, and figured it was worth
a shot. This ice cream is the best
thing I have ever eaten. Any man
who married cookie dough ice
cream, chocolate cookie swirl, and
peanut butter cookie dough must
be a good man. Thus, my relationship with the most entertaining
man on TV began.
Let us explore all the many
things that make Fallon the star he
is. First of all, he got Barack Obama
on his show. And not only that, but
he got him to sing. Next, he did a
rap-through-the ages video with
Justin Timberlake with impressive rhythm and swagger. Also, he
created the #Hashtag aspect of his
show. From #MyTeacherIsWeird
to #ThingsMyDadSaid, I have
never seen my family laugh so hard
at something in my life.
There’s almost nothing better
than when he gets celebrities to let
loose on his show. He’s competed

FALLON AND TIMBERLAKE brought us “History of Rap 5” (Photo courtesy of The Huffington Post)

with Liam Hemsworth in a cooler
scooter race complete with beer
hat. He lost to Kate Upton in her
first-ever game of flip cup (I’m sure
it was totally her first, for sure).
Harrison Ford pierced Fallon’s
ear. I could end my article here, but
I’ll keep going.

Fallon brings on the charm too.
An article on Vulture says, “[Fallon] loves meeting fans so much
that he’s kind of impossible to go
out with.” According to his friend
Mario Batali, a five-block walk can
take an hour with Fallon. “He’s
honestly interested and loves ev-

Fallon brings unfunny gimmicks and games
BY DEAN BOERNER
SPORTS EDITOR
The putative king of late-night
television, Jimmy Fallon has led in
ratings, clicks, views, and whatever
other preferred metric for a while
now. However, that doesn’t mean
he’s very good.
On paper, he’s everything you’d
want in a talk-show host: handsome, gregarious, and infinitely
cheery. In practice, he and his
show are repetitive, cheap, and
comically lazy, undeserving of even
the more modest praise awarded
to talk shows for adults hosted by
those like Stephen Colbert, Jimmy
Kimmel, or Conan O’Brien.
On Fallon’s watch, “The Tonight Show,” a piece of Americana
once headlined by the comedic
legend and genius Johnny Carson for almost 30 years, has now
devolved into an endless, insipid
smorgasbord of forgettable celebrity cameos and uneventful
interviews. Part of this stems from
a generation of viewers craving
brief, sharable gimmicks instead
of organically funny material that
arises naturally from the dialog between host and guest. After all, why
watch Colbert interview Anderson
Cooper when you can watch Fallon
model for a Kendall Jenner photo
shoot or dance-battle Jennifer
Lopez?
But to really see why Fallon and
the producers of his show have emphasized these flashy game shows,
one only has to suffer through
Fallon attempting to do his actual
job as a late-night talk show host:
converse with his guests.
Without the props, background
music, and structure provided
by the writers who contrive his
increasingly bizarre games, Fallon
flounders helplessly during his dis-

cussions with guests. From talking
excessively, despite having nothing
to say, to frequently interrupting
his guests to shower them with
empty Trumpian superlatives, the
host of “The Tonight Show” hardly
ever has anything of value to add
during the time talk show hosts
normally shine.
And then there’s the excessive
laughter—the awkward, inopportune, and seemingly forced laughter. The moment one of his guests
says something even remotely
funny, Fallon snaps his head back
for a loud chuckle. The moment
one of his guests says something
truly humorous, Fallon awkwardly
guffaws, clapping his hands like a
caffeinated six-year old and drawing attention away from the guest
and onto himself.
Perhaps worst of all, Fallon
exhibits an untiring desire to flatter and fawn over each and every
one of his guests. In the process,
he avoids any pointed questions
or possibility for confrontation
with even the most controversial
people. Unsurprisingly, this often
backfires.
Take the ill-conceived episode
featuring then-candidate Donald
Trump. After minutes of pleasantries and general politeness, Fallon
decided he wasn’t going to let the
most divisive figure in American
politics leave without one last
request—to ‘mess up’ Trump’s
hair. Trump consented, and Fallon
proceeded to gleefully tousle the
Republican nominee’s signature
dyed hair.
To understand Fallon and his
shtick, all one has to do is watch
that segment. Congenitally unable
to stir the slightest controversy or
make his guests feel the smallest
tinge of discomfort, the host of
“The Tonight Show” has paled

in comparison to his late-night
peers. Like Fallon, both Stephen
Colbert and Jimmy Kimmel had
Trump on their respective shows,
albeit much earlier in the election
cycle than Fallon did. However,
unlike Fallon, those two hosts verbally accosted Trump in their
conversations. Kimmel strongly
disputed the morality of Trump’s
Muslim ban, while Colbert mocked
Trump’s border wall idea and his
claim that Obama wasn’t born in
the U.S.
But God forbid Fallon, a mere
two months before the election,
ask Trump anything resembling
a strong question. Put simply,
Fallon gives the impression that if
asked to give an opinion on something, he’d start crying—not just
because he wouldn’t want to give
his opinion, but because he doesn’t
have any.
Many defenders of Fallon would
argue that they embrace his diplomacy and that his refreshingly
silly, apolitical material serves as
an entertainment refuge from the
overly politicized environment we
now live in. But hiding shouldn’t
be the solution, and other lighthearted late-night shows find a
good mix between the political and
the whimsical.
Because of his congenital aversion to anything controversial,
Fallon falls well short of the other
late-night hosts. His viewers receive none of the incisive humor
of Colbert, the earthy, reachable
humor of Kimmel, or the edgy but
entertaining weirdness of a Conan.
Instead, his viewers are exposed
to gimmick after gimmick, game
after game, and celebrity cameo
after celebrity cameo, all the while
thinking, apparently, that this is
good late-night television led by a
funny late-night host.

eryone and meets everyone, and
smiles and takes every picture,
and doesn’t put his head down and
pretend he’s not out there, which a
lot of my high-celebrity friends do,”
says Batali. “He’s happy to engage
with everybody, and I’ve never
seen him in a hurry…or give them
anything less than what they ask
for. Which is a remarkable characteristic.”
The final major reason why Jimmy Fallon will always have a place
in my heart: he’s down to earth. Besides hosting “The Tonight Show”,
in his 20’s Fallon was doing what all
of us are. From live-band karaoke,
to seeing The Strokes in concert, to going nights on the town,
and scrambling to pool together
enough money for comedy shows,
Fallon lived through his college
years the best way he could. It is
these experiences, the late nights,
good friends, and cheap living, that
have given him the life experiences
that fuel his comedy.
To wrap this argument up, here’s
my favorite J-Fallon story about
his band, The Roots.
Here’s how he got The Roots
to be his band: In the planning
stages for Late Night, Fallon’s
friend, producer Neal Brennan,
asked him what he was going to do

for music. “[Brennan] goes, ‘You
should ask the Roots,’” says Fallon.
“I go, ‘You think the Roots would
do my show?!’ He goes, “No, no,
no, they won’t do it, but they know
a lot of musicians from Philly that
can come up.’” But Fallon couldn’t
get the idea out of his head. He
went backstage at a concert in
L.A., did a cheerleader pyramid
with the guys and pitched them
the idea. Then he sent an email
to their manager and didn’t hear
back for a month, which he took
as a no; it turns out they were just
in Europe. Fallon met with them
in Lorne Michaels’ office because
he wanted to impress them, and
gave them his spiel. “I remember
Questlove was like, ‘Alright, I have
two questions for you,’” Fallon says.
“‘One, what if, like, Herbie Hancock’s in town, can he sit in with
the band?’ I go, ‘Yeah. Of course
he can sit in with the band.’ And
he goes, ‘My other question is, this
is Lorne Michaels’ office, why isn’t
there popcorn here?’ And I’m like,
Oh, he’s a comedy nerd! He knows
that Lorne has this big basket of
popcorn before SNL”.
In conclusion, from his ice cream
to his music, Jimmy Fallon is a gift
from above and we are all blessed
to have him.
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Millennial tattoos reveal generation gaps
BY CAMILLA MARAIS
CULTURE EDITOR
As I waited for my weekly Sunday latte this past weekend, I found
myself zoning out, staring at my
barista’s decorated arms. I was not
simply admiring the shape of his
brawn, but rather the intricate patterns that decorated it. There were
a few geometric shapes, a square
here, a prism there. There was
also some writing, and an image
of what I believed to be a cluster
of pine trees. The whole aesthetic
was beautiful, and I found myself
wondering what my impression of
him would have been without his
ink. Looking at him now, I enjoyed
the artistry of his tattoos for the
edge and depth it gave him. This
prompted me to think back to my
childhood, and how much my perception of tattoos has grown over
the years.
If I could fly back into my sevenyear-old brain, my idea of tattoos was very derogatory. The
images that would flash into my
mind were the classic butterfly
tramp stamp, the “I <3 Mom”d
bicep, maybe a skull, some flames,
or a tribal pattern. They were for
people without good jobs, and
from sketchy backgrounds. As my
grandmother frequently tells me,
they would be defacing their body,
which is a temple. Flash forward
about 12 years—I have a whole
Pintrest board dedicated to body
art. Within my group of four best

friends from high school, three of
us have tattoos. The perception
of tattoos has changed drastically along with my generation.
They are no longer considered
trashy, but rather, a form of art; a
form of self-expression, creativity,
and fashion. Dainty floral details,
modern and eccentric shapes, and
beautifully crafted fonts stretch
across our skin, sending a message
about who we are and what appeals
to our eye.
Millennial Marketing shares the
fact of this societal transition, “Tattoos are one of the few evidences
of a true generation gap. Just 10
percent of those over 40 years old
admit to a tattoo.” Apparently, the
more shameful view I had as a child
toward tattoos is one harbored by
generations before me. This is not
to put a whole generation under a
generalized umbrella, but rather
comment on the stigma they’ve
carried in the past. When I think
of body art today, I find it as simply
that—art on a body. It is a vessel of
creativity and design, a canvas to
show the world something about
yourself, whether it be beautiful,
thought-provoking, abstract, and
so on. “The well bred contradict
other people. The wise contradict
themselves.” Any observer of the
tattooed will notice the weedy
disorganization of the symbols on
their skins. They are mismatched
agglomerations of images which
make—at least in the mind of the
tattooed—a complicated, yet fierce

statement of identity. A cartoon
character will lurk near a Celtic
rune; a rock lyric will vie for space
with a religious icon.
Another reason individuals are
encouraged to get inked are the
legal protections surrounding the
tattoo’d. A common response to
someone expressing a longing to
get a tattoo is, “How are you going
to get a job with that?” The connection between those sporting tattoos and those finding themselves
unemployed is one that has been
dominant within our society. This
has caused individuals to save their
tattoos for more intimate locations
on their bodies, or refrain from
them altogether. Labor Dish shares
the facts of the matter, “60 percent
of human resources professionals
reported that visible tattoos would
have a negative impact on an applicant’s chance of being hired,
and 74 percent said the same thing
about facial piercings.” BBC shares
the legal procedures currently in
place in England, “Under UK law
it’s perfectly legal for managers to
refuse to hire someone on this basis, according to employment law
expert Helen Burgess, a partner
at a law firm. The only exception
might be under the 2010 Equality
Act if the tattoo were connected to
their religion or beliefs, she says
- and even then a plaintiff would
have to demonstrate this were the
case.” American business partners
are similar in this thinking, “There
will be certain genres of tattoos

that would never be normalized.
Any kind of racist symbols would
be a death sentence in terms of
future job prospects. Even now, the
size and location of a tattoo make
a big difference to whether an
employer is likely to accept it. Likewise, designs with connotations of
drugs, violence, crime or death are
likely to impede a job search. Even
football-related tattoos sometimes
cause applicants to be rejected
because some employers associate
them with hooliganism. By contrast, any kind of more innocuous,
smaller tattoos—a rose or a butterfly—would be more acceptable
in the workplace. For the time
being, it’s advice worth considering
when balancing the appeal of that
new tattoo against the prospect of
a dream job.”
I don’t want to speak on behalf
of an entire generation, however;
through conversations with my
family and friends, tattoos now
are used as less as a sign of rebellion and more as a sign of artistic
expression. Ink can range from
feminine symbols, coordinates of
important places to them, handwritten notes from their loved
ones to images that remind them
of special places and memories.
These are portrayed with blackand-white stencil, watercolor, and
even white ink. Tattoos embrace a
beautiful way to decorate yourself,
a concept that is gaining popularity
among young adults (perhaps it
never actually lost its appeal).

Chance the Rapper gives back to Chicago
BY KIANA LEI YAP
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
As if anyone needed another
reason to love Chance the Rapper,
the renowned rap-artist and Chicago native donated $1 million,
via a giant check, to support Chicago Public Schools’ (CPS) arts
enrichment programs at a press
conference on Monday at Westcott Elementary School. Made
possible through ticket sales for
his spring tour, Chance the Rapper used the press conference
time to bring awareness to the
lack of funding prevalent in CPS.
This generous action taken by the
rapper was in response to an unfruitful meeting that he had with
Republican Illinois Governor
Bruce Rauner last Wednesday,
which he announced via Twitter
that was supposedly to discuss
the multi-million-dollar funding
deficit in Chicago Public Schools.
Photos from the press conference show Chance handing over
the check to a small group of
absolutely elated students, who
proudly raised it with shining
smiles to match. However, the
press conference was not without
some remarks directed at Gov.
Rauner where the rapper called
on the governor to “Do your
job!” in reference to approving
increased funding for CPS. Gov.
Rauner recently vetoed a bill
that would have provided $215
million to fund CPS and public school teachers’ pensions.
However, without the additional
funding, layoffs and a shortened
school year threaten these students, some of which are from

CHANCE THE RAPPER gave back to his community by donating $1 million to Chicago Public Schools, which he once attended. (Courtesy of Billboard)

at-risk communities. With this
decreased funding also leading
to a shortened school year and
possibility of cutting unnecessary classes, these students may
not have vital summer school
programs that help keep many of
them from trouble.
“Our kids should not be held
hostage because of political position,” said Chance, a proud
father and activist, to the group
of students and press. This act of
charity truly exemplifies the arts
giving back to the community,
and for him, a community that
he was a product of. The artist
also intended to raise awareness
about the social and economic
inequality that infiltrates all areas
of Chicago, especially in at-risk
and lower income communities.
Former First Lady and fel-

low Chicago South Side native
Michelle Obama, commended
Chance’s donation by tweeting,
“Thanks @chancetherapper for
giving back to the Chicago community, which gave us so much.
You are an example of the power
of arts education.”
The rapper’s efforts were intended to spark similar acts of
generosity from other artists to
give back to their communities,
especially in school-provided
arts programs. Common, another
Chicago-born rapper, texted
Chance in support of his efforts
to provide for their hometown.
The lives of the kids and knowing that there are positively influential adults around them in CPS
are important to Chance. Without the opportunity to expand
their creative abilities, especially

through school-provided classes
and after-school programs, many
of these kids would not be able
to fulfill their whole potential.
Chance lamented, “While I’m
frustrated and disappointed in
the governor’s inaction, that will
not stop me from continuing to do
all I can to support Chicago’s most
valuable resource: it’s children.”
The hashtag #SupportCPS has
been trending on Twitter since
then and a donation link to add
to the CPS fund by Social Works,
a local non-profit that Chance
founded last year, was tweeted
out by Chance for those who want
to further donate. In addition to
the $1 million, his non-profit will
match every $100,000 raised for
CPS and ten $10,000 individual
donations to other Chicago elementary schools.

“Divide”
is not noteworthy
BY CARSON KING
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
After more than a year out of the
public eye, Ed Sheeran has returned
with a new album titled “÷” (pronounced “Divide”). Released March
1, the record shows a sampling of
great variety, encompassing global
influences from Ireland, Africa,
and the Caribbean, in addition to
showcasing styles ranging from his
signature acoustic-guitar-backed
rap to orchestral ballads.
Upon first listen, it is a moving
and entertaining record, but before
long this album feels more like a
collection of songs that we have
all heard already. Many Sheerios
are glad to finally have new music
to add to their library. However, I,
a long-time fan, agree with most
critics — the album is a disappointing reemergence following 2014’s
standout X (“Multiply”) and an
entire year of silence.
Many of the tracks are no more
than masterful facsimiles of songs
and styles made famous by other
artists. In fact, I would go as far as
to hold that the cold calculation
required for the execution of such
precise mimicry undermines the
genuine voice that greatly attributed to the appeal of Sheeran’s past
work.
The album’s ballads particularly,
and there are more than a handful
of them, are sweet but unoriginal.
“Perfect” sounds like a Michael
Buble knock-off of Eric Clapton’s
“Wonderful Tonight,” and “Happier” would have been just as soon
sung by Sam Smith or Adele. A clear
follow-up to 2014’s “Thinking Out
Loud,” “How Would You Feel” is
sappy wedding DJ fodder.
Even the record’s best track is
decidedly not ground breaking.
“Shape of You,” which you have no
doubt heard a thousand times on
the radio since its release as a single
in January, follows a trend of pop
songs borrowing rhythms from Jamaican Dancehall as heard in many
songs by Major Lazer and in Sia and
Sean Paul’s 2016 hit “Cheap Thrills.”
The album also presents messages that are weak or questionable.
This can particularly be heard in
“New Man,” in which Sheeran characterizes an ex’s new boyfriend as
an absolute snob, and then goes on
to critique how the ex has changed
since their parting. This tune carries
a scornful sentiment of victim hood
reminiscent to that of Drake’s “Hotline Bling” or one of many breakup
songs by Taylor Swift. Another
track, “What Do I Know,” is also
unsatisfactory. The song starts out
as a tune about the power of music
to make a change in such terrifying
times, but lacks any real political
commentary or a call to action with
its noncommittal refrain, “Love can
change the world in a moment, but
what do I know?”
Ultimately, this album is enjoyable at surface level—but strips
Sheeran of the persona of a genuine
“nobody” that he has cultivated for
years, exposing Sheeran as a song
machine with an ear for what sells.
Hopefully Ed will put his talent
to use for innovation rather than
imitation in the future.
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SPORTS
Baseball drops series to nationally-ranked Vanderbilt Sports
this week
BY ALEX CROOK
STAFF WRITER

When the Saint Mary’s baseball team made their preparations for a return trip to the
NCAA Tournament — a phrase
that had never been associated with the program before
— they knew they’d have to walk
through fire to do so.
The walk continued over the
weekend with a three-game
series at No. 24 Vanderbilt, as
the Gaels dropped two of three
to the Commodores despite
continued offensive production
from Joey Fiske after the junior
started out 2017 rusty.
Fiske continued his ongoing
hitting-streak, as a first-inning
single in Sunday’s series finale
upped his stretch to 11 games.
His three-game total came out
to a 5-for-13 weekend.
The teams entered this series
as polar opposites in a way, with
Vanderbilt coming off losing
two of three to Cal State Northridge and the Gaels enjoying
have won five of their last six.
Saint Mary’s continued their
momentum by putting up the
first six runs in Friday’s seriesopening game. But what was a
statement for one team ended
up awakening the sleeping giant
in the other dugout. Vanderbilt
chased Ken Waldichuk from the
mound and put up seven runs
of their own in a monstrous
seventh inning before holding

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Thurs. vs VCU, 4:20 p.m.
Saint Mary’s (28-4, 16-2 WCC) will
see their first NCAA Tournament
action since 2013 when they
battle VCU in the first round
of the NCAA Tournament on
Thursday. The winner takes on
either Arizona or North Dakota on
Saturday.
CHARLES ZALOUMIS drove in a run in the Saint Mary’s win on Saturday over Vanderbilt. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)

off a Saint Mary’s rally to take
the opening game 9-8. The Gaels
fell despite a great effort from
Zach Kirtley, who went 3-for-5
in Friday’s loss with three RBIs.
Due to snow, the umpires rescheduled game two for Sunday
morning to set up a doubleheader. The change of plans didn’t
seem to bother either Fiske or
Kevin Milam, who both contributed 2-for-4 days at the plate
for a Gaels offense jumped out

to another big lead. However,
this time the Gaels kept their
advantage behind seven quality
innings from the right-hander
Jake Valdez to tie the series with
a 5-1 win.
As good as the Gaels have
proven to be this season,
Vanderbilt’s offense was too
much as Saint Mary’s took an
early lead in Sunday afternoon’s
rubber match, but the Commodores gave Ty Madrigal the same

treatment, forcing him out after
four innings and rolling to a 9-1
to take the series.
Saint Mary’s continues a long
stretch of road games this week.
They face UC Davis on Tuesday
for a single game before visiting
CSUN for a three-game series
against the Matadors. When
Saint Mary’s heads home again
next weekend, they begin conference play by hosting Portland
in a three-game series.

NBA MVP race stays close with weeks left in season

Round 1 of WNIT
The Gaels fell to Gonzaga last
Tuesday in the WCC title game,
so now they prepare for the NIT
tournament and their eighth
straight postseason appearance.
BASEBALL

BY RYAN MOYLE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
As the NBA regular season winds
down into the home stretch, the talk
among analysts and fans alike always
revolves around the best overall
player in the league. Often times,
the MVP is given to a player who
has not only solidified himself as the
most productive and awe-inspiring
individual during the regular season,
but also as one of the all-time greats
of the sport.
Over the past decade, Cavaliers
forward LeBron James has dominated the award, winning four MVP’s
during this time, his first two with
Cleveland and the latter two coming
with Miami. Golden State Warriors
point guard Stephen Curry has the
last two MVPs with his sensational
long range shooting and ball handling skills. He’s led his team to a
record-setting season last year and
an NBA championship the year before that. However, despite James
and Curry battling each other in the
NBA finals for the past two years and
possibly for a third time this season,
there have been a number of other
players who have been making their
case for the MVP title.
The player that is looking to run
away with this MVP race is Oklahoma City Thunder point guard,
Russell Westbrook. At the moment,
Westbrook is averaging a tripledouble for the year, a feat that has
only been achieved through a regular
season by Oscar Robertson during the 1961-62 season. In only his
second year in the NBA, Robertson
averaged 30.8 points per game, 12.5
rebounds per game, and 11.4 assists
per game with the Cincinnati Royals. Through 64 of 82 games, West-

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Tue. @ UC Davis, 2:30 p.m.
Fri.-Sun. @ CSUN
Coming off of a five-game week,
the Gaels visit UC Davis for a
mid-week tilt, and then they head
south to Northridge to play CSUN
in a three-game series.
SOFTBALL
Fri.-Sun. @ the Aggie
Tournament
WOMEN’S TENNIS
Sun. vs Sacramento St., 12:00
p.m.
MEN’S TENNIS
RUSSELL WESTBROOK has been an unstoppable force for the Oklahoma City Thunder this season. (Courtesy of Basketball Society)

brook is averaging 32.1 points, 10.5
rebounds, and 10.0 assists. With the
absence of his former partner in
crime, Kevin Durant, Westbrook has
picked up the slack and his having
one of the greatest individual regular
seasons in NBA history. The problem
with Westbrook is that his team is
currently just sitting seventh in the
West standings. While the Thunder
should still make the playoffs, they
don’t have the record to justify Westbrook’s MVP candidacy. Since the
1982-83 season, every MVP winner
has come from a team that has won
at least 50 games during that season.
With less than 20 games remaining
on the Thunder’s schedule, it’s unlikely they reach 50 wins. Couple this
with the fact that Westbrook leads
the league in field goal attempts per
game and is shooting just 42 percent
from the field, and the validity of

Westbrook’s candidacy comes into
question.
A state over in Texas is James
Harden, who may be second in this
race, averaging 29.1 points, 7.9 rebounds, and 11.2 assists for the Houston Rockets. Harden is now playing
the role of a true point guard. In addition to leading the league in assists,
he’s also scoring at an incredible clip,
coming in at third in scoring behind
Westbrook and the Celtics’ Isaiah
Thomas. However, like Westbrook,
efficiency is a concern with Harden,
who leads the league in turnovers
and shoots just 44 percent from the
field. But led by Harden, the Rockets
are sitting comfortably in third place
in the West.
While both Harden and Westbrook are putting up gaudy numbers,
other players have a chance to win
MVP as well. Of course, LeBron will

always be in the conversation. He’s
having another efficient season leading the Cavaliers to the top spot in
the Eastern Conference. As the past
two seasons’ MVP, Stephen Curry
is having a solid year, although his
numbers have dropped due to the
addition of Kevin Durant who is also
putting up good stats. At 5’9”, Isaiah
Thomas is having an incredible season and is second in scoring in the
league. He has led the Celtics to second place in the Eastern Conference.
DeMar DeRozan of the Toronto Raptors is quietly having the best season
of his career, and the two big men of
the New Orleans Pelicans, Anthony
Davis and DeMarcus Cousins, are
also in the conversation despite being on a non-playoff team. However,
with the stats that Westbrook is putting up, it may be difficult to deny
him his first MVP honor.

Tue. vs Army, 2:00 p.m.
MEN’S GOLF
Mon. & Tue. @ Lamkin Grips
San Diego Classic
BEACH VOLLEYBALL
Sat. vs Portland, 10:00 a.m.
Sat. vs UCLA, 1:00 p.m.
WOMEN’S LACROSSE
Mon. @ Wagner College, 12:00
p.m.
Sun. vs UC Davis, 12:00 p.m.
TRACK
Fri. @ Hornet Invitational
ROWING
Sat. @ Hornet Invitational
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SPORTS
Men’s basketball to NCAA Tournament as seventh seed
In their first tournament appearance since 2013, the Gaels will play VCU in Salt Lake City
BY DEAN BOERNER
SPORTS EDITOR
After missing an invitation to
the The Big Dance last season,
the Gaels didn’t give the NCAA
tournament selection committee much of a choice this time
around. Saint Mary’s will take
on the Rams of VCU on Thursday at 4:20 p.m. in Salt Lake
City, Utah for a chance to play
the winner of an Arizona-North
Dakota game on Saturday.
S a i n t M a r y ’s ( 2 8 - 4 , 1 6 - 2
WCC), the seventh seed in the
west region, will have their
hands full with another mid-major school in the tenth-seeded
Rams. The Gaels feature producers all throughout their starting five and some significant
role players coming off their
bench. Saint Mary’s will be led
on Thursday by the 17 points and
nine rebounds per game of Jock
Landale, who was just recently
named a finalist for the Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar award eventually
awarded to the nation’s top big
man.
Landale’s most recent accolade is just one of many awarded
to Gaels in recent weeks. Three
Gaels—Landale, Joe Rahon, and
Calvin Hermanson—earned

JO RAHON AND EMMETT NAAR will have to play to their potential in the backcourt for the Gaels to win on Thursday. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)

spots on the All-WCC first team,
with Rahon also receiving WCC
Defensive Player of the Year
honors. In addition to eight
points, and nearly six assists and
four rebounds, Rahon has averaged a steal a game for a Saint
Mary’s defense that has allowed
the second-fewest points per

game this season. Hermanson
finished second in scoring at 13
points per game for Saint Mary’s
while shooting a hair under
44 percent from distance and
leading the team in three-point
attempts.
Emmett Naar—named an AllWCC honorable mention—also

figures to be a key component
for a Saint Mary’s offense that
has to be clicking on Thursday
for them to advance.
From the power-forward position, three-point marksman
Evan Fitzner and senior Dane
Pineau will split time for the
Gaels on Thursday. Fitzner has

led Saint Mary’s in three-point
percentage at 44 percent, while
Dane Pineau has converted on a
team-high 61 percent of his field
goals attempts so far this season.
Like Saint Mary’s, the Rams
found themselves on the losing
end of their conference championship game when they fell to
Rhode Island 70-63.
Also like the Gaels, VCU is
a very good college basketball
team. The Rams, tournament
darlings back in 2011 after an
unexpected Final Four run, feature an explosive backcourt led
by JeQuan Lewis, a senior guard
who led VCU with 14 points per
game. Not the best shooting
team around, VCU relies heavily
on forcing turnovers to ignite
their offense. With great athletes at the two forward spots as
well, VCU’s overall athleticism
will defintely be a challenge for
Saint Mary’s to deal with.
Another senior guard in Doug
Brooks will give the Saint Mary’s
backcourt problems; he averaged nearly two steals a game
for a stingy Rams defense. With
two quality defensive teams on
the court on Thursday, expect a
low-scoring game to decide who
advances on into the depths of
March Madness.

Beach Volleyball wins big in Palo Alto

MARY HERNANDEZ AND LINDSEY CALVIN went 2-0 in to defeat Stanford and Utah in Palo Alto, Calif. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)

BY KIMBERLY PASCHAL
SPORTS EDITOR
On Saturday, March 11, the
Saint Mary’s beach volleyball
team travelled to Palo Alto,
Calif, for two matches against
the Stanford Cardinals and the
Utah Utes.

Stanford

1

Saint Mary’s

4

On Sunday, March 5, the Gaels
fell 4-1 to Stanford, but the
Gaels avenged the Cardinals
with a 4-1 victory. Saint Mary’s
(4-2) swept Stanford (5-2) in the

top four pairs. In their matches
against Utah (0-3), Saint Mary’s
defeated the Utes in four out of
their five pairs.
After claiming a victory over
Stanford’s No.1 pair during
Opening Weekend, Lindsey
Knudsen and Payton Rund defeated Jenna Gray and Kathryn
Plummer for the second straight
week. The Knudsen/Rund duo
won their match 21-19, 19-21,
15-12.
The Gaels No. 1 pair also defeated Utah’s No. 1 pair, Adora
Anae and Eliza Katoa, in two
sets (21-13, 21-15). Knudsen/
Rund are now 6-0 for the season.
The Gaels No. 3 pairs (Lindsey
Calvin and Mary Hernandez)
and No. 4 pairs (Alexsa Parker
and Alexis Salmons) also went

2-0 to defeat Stanford and Utah.
With the Calvin/Hernandez duo
defeated Stanford 21-19, 24-22
and defeated Utah 19-21, 25-23,
15-9. The Parker/Salmons duo
defeated the Cardinals 11-21,
21-14, 15-11 and the Utes 21-10,
21-13.

Utah

1

Saint Mary’s

4

The Gaels will host WCC rival
Pacific on Monday, March 13 in
their first home match of the
season. The match will be in the
Moraga Commons and is set to
start at 3 p.m.

